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“
From the lone shieling of the misty island

Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas

Yet still the blood is strong, the heart,

And we in dreams behold the Hebrides!

Fair these broad meads, these hoary woods.

“



Matilda of 
Scotland

Matilda of Scotland was the 
daughter of princess Saint Margaret and 
the Scottish King Malcolm the third in 
Scotland around 1080. She was engaged 
when she was thirteen to an English noble-
man when her dad and brother were killed 
in a war, and her mother died soon after so 
her fiance cancelled the wedding. After the 
ascension of Henry the first to the throne 
Matilda’s marriage prospects improved 
greatly. He really wanted to marry her be-
cause of her Anglo-Saxon blood and they 
also had a seemingly good relationship, he 
was very fond of her. Before they married 
they also had to make sure she had not tak-
en any vows to be anun, you can see her 
personality in how she insisted that she had 
not by stomping on the veil when her aunt 
had tried to force her.

They were married in 1101. She then had 
four children, two of whom died early on 
the other two living. She was very active 
in the court both with music and liter-
ary sources, she was a great promoter of 
poetry. She would often travel with her 
husband while being very generous to the 
poor and needy, she was a very humble 
person. She was also very pious, and as 
such was very active in being a patron for 
buildings for the church and took part in 
government roles while her husband was 
gone. She died at age 38, and nobody is 
quite sure where she is buried. Her death 
caused a problem with the royal bloodline 
though because no sons had reached the 
age of adulthood.



The Voyage of 
Saint Brendan

the voyage of Saint Brendan 
the Abbot is a Christian narrative about a 
monk that decides to sail across the sea with 
16 or so other monks to find the Garden of 
Eden. This book tells the tales of him find-
ing islands of sea monsters and Saint Bren-
dan’s island which is a very lush piece of land. 
This narrative appealed to many audiences 
due to its christianity and otherworldly fic-
tious stories. Copies of this seafaring tale 
have been found all throughout England as 
it seemed to be a very popular type of story 
at the time in 900 CE. Matilda was patroness 
of the monk Bendeit’s version of The Voyage 
of Saint Brendan, c.1106-1118 Many histori-
ans believe that this book was influenced by 
and influenced others even to stories we have 
today such as Pinocchio and Life of Pi. This 
religious allegory was probably a good tale to 
tell to children, but it also had really beautiful 
illustrations and colors, with much symbolic 
meaning in the stories. In this illustration you 
can see the legend of sea monsters, the use of 
color is very vibrant and the hero of the story 
is holding up the pole.



Holy Trinity 
Priory Aldgate

the holy trinity Priory of Al-
dgate was founded by Matilda of Scotland in 
1108, as she was very invested in the church. 
A priory is a place where monks and/or nuns 
are gathered together headed by one prior, the 
first prior for this church was the queen’s con-
fessor. The queen received advice and help in 
the foundation from Anselm of Canterbury, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. It was the first 
religious house to be established inside the 
walls of London after the Norman Conquest. 
There is not really anything left except rubble 
sadly from this great architectural building, 
but historians are still looking into it. There 
are exhibits on this museum if you want to see 
more. This reproduction of what it may have 
looked like shows that it would have been 
small but probably nice especially for those 
who were trying to focus on their devotion 
to the Lord.



Queenhithe

Queenhithe iS a SMall and an-
cient ward in London. The name came 
from an old dock, and when Matilda was 
put in charge of goods that landed there she 
renamed it. It was used for importing corn 
and some furs, it is till there but is not used 
anymore due to the tides. It was use until the 
20th century until large sailing boats could 
no longer go upstream. It is part of one of 
the many wards in London and is now cov-
ered in famous bridges, a mosaic, and other 
important buildings. Many tourists go there 
now, but originally Matilda was in charge of 
it and patroned the name for it because of her 
duties there as queen. This sketch shows what 
it probably looked like back in the older days 
when matilda was in charge of it. 
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